









Chapter 3 Outline
Stacy Phaxaysithideth	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: Stacy, excellent initial thoughts and framing of your study plan.  I provided considerations as you continue.  Let me know if you have any questions as you continue.
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I. Overview of Study
· Children appear to be having a problem with both recognizing and producing rhyming words.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: When they reach specific age/developmental level?
· The parents appear to be reluctant to assist their children to produce these skills and they prefer the children to discover these skills for themselves.
· The lack of this developmental readiness for these literacy skills can be attributed to the philosophies that are used in our schools. 
· Different learners respond to information differently and thus the teachers should use the various formats and models to teach.
· The existing gap in the school will be bridged by using visual arts to teach rhyming words and word families. 
II. Research Design
The purpose of this study is to determine the impact that teaching with visual arts has on assisting students to understand and recall the important skills of rhyming and word families.  This action research study will identify using visual arts in instructions that had a positive effect on student achievement in literacy. 
The approaches that are employed include:
· Montessori approach; this was developed by Maria Montessori and views students to be capable of making creative choices in their learning and the teacher provides opportunities for them to do this.
· Reggio Emilia approach; this approach is developed on the belief that the students are curious about their world and they have the capability to learn from everything that surrounds them.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: Great fit with 100 languages of children and Montessori child-centered, constructivist approach
The research questions for the study are as follows:
a. What impact will decorative arts have on student achievement of producing and recognizing rhyming words?
b. What impact will painting and sculpture have on student achievement of producing and recognizing word families?
c. What are the perceptions of students when engaged in visual arts lessons when learning early literacy skills of rhyming and word families?	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: Questions focus on decorative arts, painting, and sculpture on producing and recognizing rhyming and word families.  In addition, a question on perceptions of students.  Focused, specific questions.
III. Intervention
This research study will involve the use of a mixed-methods approach. It will involve action research which is normally defined as an inquiry that is carried out by the educators in their setting to advance their practice and improve their student’s learning.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: As you continue, you will detail the structure of the intervention—will the children be using decorative arts, painting, and sculpture together?  How will they use them?  How will you differentiate between achievement based on these three areas or are you looking at them collectively?  How long will the study take place?  Expand on how groups will work as identified below in data collection.
The mixed-method approach is a combination of qualitative and quantitative research practices.
IV. Research Setting/Participants
The research study will be carried out at Ivybrook Academy which is a half-day preschool located in uptown Charlotte. Ivybrook Academy provides a progressive approach to early childhood education, which values students’ individual voices within their vibrant community and cultivates compassionate citizens who find joy in learning. The Ivybrook Academy that I work at consists of four classrooms which are all full in the mornings according to ratio sizes in each classroom, based on age groups. Therefore, because I teach Pre-K my full class size is 20 students total. So, in my study I will be focusing on 20 Pre-K students who range in ages 3, 4, and 5 years old. All of my Pre-K students come from a high socio-economic status and most live within 5-10 miles of the school. A lot of them walk to school because they live so close.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: I live in Charlotte!	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: Ok, here I see that the population is preschoolers ranging from 3-5-mixed age, Montessori/Reggio-based.  
V. Emerging Data Collection Methods:
I will use the PELI (Preschool Early Literacy Indicators) assessments for my pre-intervention test and post-intervention test using their test as a guide to see where my students are throughout my research (quantitative research). When the results are in from my pre-assessments, I will then randomize the groups of my students into four groups of five students randomly split and not based on the data from the pre-assessments. This will allow for the intervention of using visual arts to be available to all students regardless of their ability levels. During my small group intervention times I will also use checklists to see if my students have mastered the literacy skills being taught using visual arts.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: As you explore analysis methods, you will probably be using descriptive statistics to present the results from the pre and post assessment.	Comment by D'AMICO, LEIGH: As you continue, expand on this a bit more—how does the randomization impact the intervention?  Will groups be getting different aspects (or is this to ensure groupings are not based on certain factors such as background knowledge), how are using the small groups in the intervention?

Checklists will allow you to gain data throughout process rather than only relying on the pre and post assessment. This could be quantitative or qualitative depending on if you provide qualitative descriptions related to the development of skills that you are observing over time. 

What are your thoughts about research question 3—how will you gauge the children’s perceptions?  Interviews could be potential here OR conversations within the groups, somewhat like an informal focus group.  With the age group, you will think carefully about best way to determine perceptions—comments during process, formal/informal interviews, etc.

Analysis based on the perceptions will most likely be analyzed through coding process-we will discuss several options in Weeks 5 and 6.
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